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LABOR MARKET INFORMATION

The unemployment rate in Kern County was 8.1 percent in August 2023, down from a revised 8.2 percent 

in July 2023, and above the year-ago estimate of 6.5 percent. This compares with an unadjusted
unemployment rate of 5.1 percent for California and 3.9 percent for the nation during the same period.
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Top Employers Top Employment Sectors

• Health Care and Social Assistance

• Retail Trade

• Private Educational Services

• Manufacturing

• Professional, Scientific & Technical Services

• Accommodation and Food Services

• Administrative and Support and Waste 
Management & Remediation Services

• Public Administration

• Wholesale Trade

• Construction
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TRAINING
PROGRAMS



HIGH ROADS CONSTRUCTION CAREER GRANT

Multi-Craft trade unions      

pre-apprenticeship training 

program with ValleyBuild

▪ 15 participants graduated 
from the past cohort that 

ended in August

▪ A new cohort is starting 

November 13 



Recycling Lives
Bakersfield Adult School

8/16/23 – 11/30/23

A new cohort that will

 start in December 

Café 1600
Bakersfield Adult School

8/16/23 – 11/30/23

Wednesdays & Thursdays

11:00 AM – 1:00 PM

TRAINING PROGRAMS

Nurse Assistant 

Training Program (NATP) 
Bakersfield College 

Now enrolling for 

Spring 2024 Semester 
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EMPLOYER
SERVICES



2023 EMPLOYER RECRUITMENTS

1 Amazon 19 NAVFAC

2 Bakersfield Family Medical Group 20 NAWC Weapons Division

3 Bolthouse 21 NAWS - China Lake

4 Buttonwillow Warehouse Co. 22 OnPoint Gym

5 California Dairies 23 Opportunities For Learning

6 Care N Compassion 24 Panama-Buena Vista USD

7 City of Taft 25 Quinn  Company

8 E&E Foods 26 Randstad

9 Exact Staff 27 Recology

10 GET Bus 28 Sunrise Brands

11 Henrietta Weill Memorial Clinic 29 The Burlington Assisted Living

12 KC Sheriff's Office 30 TL's Portable Sinks & Water Trucks, Inc.

13 Kern County Probation Department 31 UniSea

14 Kern Health Systems 32 United Way of Kern County

15 Kern River Outfitters 33 USDA - Forest Service

16 Kern Valley Healthcare District 34 Valley Achievement Center

17 Key Staffing 35 Wells Enterprises/Blue Bunny

18 NAPD 36 Wonderful Company



RECRUITMENTS / JOB FAIRS



ON-THE-JOB TRAINING NUMBERS

July – September 2023

Employers with OJT Contracts: 81

Total Savings: $490,452

Median Wage: $25.89/Hour

Top OJT Employers



RAPID RESPONSE NUMBERS

Employer  
WARN 

Notice Date
Employees

Affected 
Rapid Response (RR)

Notes 

David's Bridal 7/5/2023 27 5 attended RR Event

Amentum 8/2/2023 305
All employees got contracted to 

work with another company

URS Midwest 8/9/2023 4 Pending RR Services

Yellow Corp 8/18/2023 18 10 attended RR Event

Morrison Healthcare 8/25/2023 74 Still scheduling RR Services

ARRC 8/28/2023 1 1 attended RR Event

Total Employees Affected 429
16 people attended

 our Rapid Response Events
Total Rapid Response Placements 8



PAST AND 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS



EMS JOB & RESOURCE FAIR

▪ August 30th at the Recruitment Center

▪ EMT & Paramedic Training Information 
and Career opportunities for those who 
are licensed 

▪ In partnership with: 

- Bakersfield College

- Bakersfield Fire Dept.

- Hall Ambulance

- Kern County ETR

- Kern County Fire Dept.

- Kern County Public Health

- Liberty Ambulance

- Mercy Air

- Pro Safety & Rescue 

- Taft College

- Trinity Safety Company
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2023 KERN COUNTY CAREER EXPO 

▪ September 16th at the County 

Administrative Office 

▪ 2nd annual countywide recruiting for 

        Extra-Help and Full-Time positions

▪ Testing for the Sheriff’s Office took place

         -  18 candidates tested for Deputy Trainee  

           and 12 for Detentions Deputy Trainee







2023 VETERAN STAND DOWNS

ETR Staff at the September 29th 

Ridgecrest Veterans Stand Down

Annual Bakersfield 

Veterans Stand Down 

October 12 | 8 AM - 3 PM
Stramler Park 

Veterans attending can resolve any 

misdemeanor or traffic cases. Must pre-register 

for the event by calling (661) 455-7400



UPCOMING COMMUNITY EVENTS

26th Annual SHRM Conference
October 4 | 8 am – 4 pm

Mechanics Bank Arena

2nd Annual East Kern Career Expo
October 27 | 9 am – 12 pm 

Mojave Air & Space Port

KCBCC Small Business Expo
October 26 | 4 – 7 pm

Four Points by Sheraton



RECOGNITIONS



ETR & Garden Pathways graduates from the 

Workforce Development Professional Apprenticeship Program 



September 2023 

as National Workforce 

Development Month in

Kern County

COUNTY PROCLAMATION



Farmworker Opportunity Programs Award 2023

Outstanding Non-Agricultural Employer - Amazon Fulfillment Center

OUTSTANDING NON-AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYER 



Our AJCC/ ETR Career Closet 

is in need of work attire for 

Women

Please consider donating to 

our clients. Plus sizes are 

highly needed

WOMEN’S CLOTHING DONATIONS



THANK YOU
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